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Ethiopian Jews, half of whom are under 18, see education Sz e
reform as imperative to their success - which is where Nigist ) *'
Mengesha and the Ethiopian Mational Project come in.
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Astrology Dr. Migist Mengesha, director-general of the Ethiopian National Project (ENP), had = A A = & w-Hl-.Et::IT.r_
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had an innate yearning to live in the Promised Land.
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'I'. "The dreamto be in Jerusalem is a dream of 2,000 years of Ethiopian Jews," Mengesha I { i TV
E&B n told /n Jerusaiam. "We always had the idea that one daywe would live in Jerusalem. It U ")}{'ll-!,l'n
wias abways in our minds "

THE ORGANIZATION

But itwas only after Mengesha arrived in Jerusalern, where she found her fallow FOR THE LONE SOLDIER
Ethiopian Israelis struggling to integrate into lsraeli society, that she realized her life's

Wiark,

"My drearm is to see those children integrated into Israeli society" savs Mengesha. "Like Okeanos LUXUI‘Y
any ather child, an Ethiopian-lsragliyouth has great potential. | reached Israel hecause Suite Hotels
many people gave me the oppounity. | want every child to reach his potential and be a on Herzliya beach

productive member of Israeli society.”

In 1924, Mengesha accomnplished her first goal. As part of COperation Moses, the
government granted Mengesha the right to travel to Jerusalem under the pretext of a
Hebrew University scholarship. Although she had ta leave her hushand and four
children without knowing when they wwould see one another again, Mengesha was

reunited with them two months 1ater. GREEN W

When guestioned ahout her decision to leave her family, Mengesha says, "This was an BN Most Talkbacked fSRAE.L E‘E‘!
opportunity that had ta be seized.” Panetta: Iran has uranium for 2 homhs
CIA director doubts UN penalties will stop Hebraw @"“M
This, however, was only the heginning of Mengesha's journey. Although she and her Iran's nuclear ambitions. Learn 4
family had fulfilled their dream, they found that living in Jerusalem — integrating into a QG/2T /2010 19:45 O Talkbacks (41) | HEBREW @
maodern, technaologically advanced city with highly educated residents —was not quite Onlinel
what they imagined. Seeing her four daughters struggle to adjust to an obdurate Israeli UNRWA criticizes Palestinian infighting
school systern, Mengesha recognized a larger issue at stake — the fate of the Ethiopian UM agency blames shutdown of Gaza's WELCOME TO
people in modern Isragli socisty. only power plant on Hamas and PA. ® bank hapoalim
06/27/2010 12:29 3 Talkbacks (32)
Misunderstanding of cultures in the Israeli educational systemn is atthe core ofthe
Ethiopian community's struggle, says Mengesha. The Ethiopian Jews — half of whom The decline and fall of haredi Judaism advertisement
are under 18 — see education refarm as imperative to their success. | see a movement that has lost its way and
forgotten its mission. Is it ..
"The fact that we are such a young community shows how important schooling is in 06/27/2010 22:32 [ Talkbacks (32)

helping the Ethiopian community," says Mengesha. "We do notwant these prohlems to
he passed on to the next generation.”

In 1896, Mengesha and other Ethiopian immigrants helped found the Fidel Association.
Cperating in 140 schools throughout the country, the program focuses on advancing the
education effort and =ocial integration of Ethiopian children and their parents by training
fellow Ethiopian Israelis to he social and educational mediatars.

"l knewy from the wvery beginning that any work to hetter the community must be done
hand-in-hand with the cammunity itself," Mengesha explains.

Working with the Fidel Association, Mengesha made significant inroads in solving
Ethiopian-lsraglis' problems. However, she did not stop there. About five vears ago, she
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and the government focused on supplying Ethiopian-1sraelis with academic, social and
emuotional assistance. The ENP has established 24 outreach centers across the
country to date, providing youth with safe and supportive environments.

Roni Akale, representative of the Ethiopian Jewish Community Qrganizations in Israel,
has known Mengesha since she arrived in lsrael. Although they ariginally met hecause
oftheir families' relationship, their cammaon concern for the Ethiopian commuonity
hrought them in constant contact as colleagues.

"I think that without the wark of Dr. Mengesha, the problem would be a lotwaorse," says
Akale. "In my point of view, although education is not the only area of importance to the
Ethiopian cause, itis the major area that must be developed. We must push the
students to get their degrees and become professionals in lsrael. This has heen Dr.
mMengesha's focus.”

Although Akale believes that Mengesha's work has inspired tremendous progress
armong the Ethiopian-1sraeli community, he thinks that her story itself has done wonders
for motivating Israeli youth.

"Dr. Mengesha herselfis an example ofwhat young Ethiopians must strive to achieve.
She came here as an Ethiopian immigrant, received a doctorate in social work, and now
is & leader in Israeli society. Ethiopian youngsters look to her and aspire to attain
similar success," he says.

In pursuit of her dream, Mengesha has indeed achieved remarkahle success. She is
proud ofthe factthat in [sraeli society today, 85 percent of Ethiopians are taking the
matriculation exam, while the national average is 81.5%.

Mengesha looks at results like the 3,000 Ethiopian-lsraelis attending university and
says they are "signs of great progress.” She is pleased ahout the "shrinking gap
hetween Ethiopian-lsraelis and |=raelis.”

Howewer, serious problems remain on Mengesha's agenda. And in order to resolve
these issues, she is calling on the government for increased funding. "This is not a
prohlerm of the Ethiopian community hut of the entire Israeli society," says Mengesha.
"wiie need mare investment.”

The Ethiopian Mational Projectwas established on false pramises, accarding to
Mengesha and Akale. While the government praomised NIS 660 million, Mengesha
received only MNIS 2 million from the government. The majarity of the ENP's funding has
come fraom Diaspora philanthropy, namely the United Jewish Communities-Federations
of Marth America (UJC),

"The purpose of the projectwas to solve all areas of problems, such as employment,
education, language and culture. But because of a lack of money, the ENP has only
really been ahle to focus on education,” says Akale.

"The funding, mainly from America, has been very generous, especially in light of the
economic crisis,” savs Mengesha. "However, the government made promises of funds
that they never fulfilled.”

The government's security concerns were the cause of the insufficient funding for the
EMP, Akale says, But regardless ofthe financial obstacles that Mengesha faces, she
continues to work far her community so that ane day the memhers themselves can be
community leaders.

"We need these kids to see Ethiopian-lsraelis
with college degrees and be inspired to
hecome professionals in Israeli society," says
Mengesha. "That is why mentor programs and
other programs within the community are 5o
imporant. They give young Ethiopian-lsraelis
something to aspire to."

In recognition of Mengesha's relentless efforts
to improve the Ethiopian-lsraeli community, the
Hehrew University awarded her the 2010
Samuel Rothberg Prize for Jewish Education for
her outstanding contributions in the field of
education in lsrael.

"You have been and are a leader and initiator in the realm of education of the Ethiopian
community in 1srael," said Hebrew University president Prof. Menahem Ben-Sassan in
his speech atthe award ceremony on June 6. "vour educational work with immiarant

communities has heen sensitive to the special needs required to advance and fulfill the
untapped potential of every Ethiopian-lsraeli hoy and girl."
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